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My inspiration came from my own beauriful
garden whilst sporting the very hirst summer
berries ripening in the sunshine. | harvested
a humble total of five perfect litde fruits
that 1 collected in my favourite little
hand-painted china bowl. I loved the bold,
black, shiny “bobbles” thar made up the

plump, juicy blackberries, and under closer

II]\I’,‘t'LlIUIl | Ell]llLLLl I:{ml lhl_ raspberres imd
a I.Hl\t'l tii[it!l.'ll: fexture in comparison
More fluffy on the surface, dusky pink and
covered in teeny tiny slightdy hooked hairs.
So intricate and dainty. Light is able to
penetrate the hollow raspberry and create

a warm glow unlike the more solid form of
the blackberry. The colours of the berries
matched elegantly against the pretty green,
yellow and violet shades of the hand-painted

flowers on the vintage bowl. The joy of

painting life’s \.'I‘.I:i‘lt }\jc.uuu 5!

My Des

eqy
lhe dcsl;n here was mu:dih]_\ \tlnph
although | did spend time hddling wich the
all-imporrant ll;:'!lt source, the composition
and where exactly to place the berries

l ,lLiti\'tt 4 |1l,lL H'IL'IH lL',lf.'[n give a
contrasting texture, to “break” the Lf'l}'m
shape of the bowl and to give a little more
hciy_h!. ‘The underside of the leaf was more
mtucx{ltls; Lil_m th I-I:ul‘.t das It .\]I.U\\Ld lllL'
deep-ridged veins and the muted blue-green
pastel shade complemented the hand
painted leaves on the bowl. I also liked the
finely frayed stalks of the leaf and unripe
E‘t[l"-' I:il.i'[ (Ll!lu.i .md I:\.\'I.Ilcd in llJr[-L'IL'JJ.(
directions. The water drops were "Hicked on
“ar the last minure with a paintbrush. [ just

love painting water drops, basically!

My

I carefully prepared a 6mm MDF panel with

G l n ny Pa g €‘ Copenhagen, Denmark, Summer Berries, oil, 27 x 36 cm (11 x 147)

Second Prize is a two-page editorial feature in American Art Collector magazine

eight thin layers of gesso, sanding, spitting
(yes spit) and polishing berween each layer
until [ got a beaurtifully smooth surface.
Next | drew an accurate drawing and sealed
it with fixative to avoid the pencil lead
I'['l:ll]!‘!: nto :l]l\ I‘.ll[l: l.l_\'LI\_ I '.ll\'-.i\.\ srart ll\'
blocking in the background first to identify
the shapes. Then | start to block in the

rest .Jl'ld F_:I.idtl‘i”\' '.lLid maore dc(.u]. | .1“zn\
at least eight hours drying rime between
each translucent paint layer. | always use

a restricred ;\.t]r'[!u of five colours burt not
here. I broke all my own rules and chose
random colours with unpronounceable

i

names—amongst others phrhalo green and

quinacridone magenta!
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